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Wisconsin court upholds GPS tracking by police 
MADISON, Wis. - 

 Wisconsin police can attach GPS to cars to secretly track anybodyôs movements without obtaining search   

warrants, an appeals court ruled Thursday. However, the District 4 Court of Appeals said it was ñmore than a little 

troubledò by that conclusion and asked Wisconsin lawmakers to regulate GPS use to protect against abuse by police 

and private individuals. As the law currently stands, the court said police can mount GPS on cars to track people 

without violating their constitutional rights ï even if the drivers arenôt suspects. Officers do not need to get warrants                            

beforehand because GPS tracking does not involve a search or a seizure, Judge Paul  Lundsten wrote for the                     

unanimous three-judge panel based in Madison. That means ñpolice are seemingly free to secretly track anyoneôs 

public movements with a GPS device,ò he wrote. 

 

 One privacy advocate said the decision opened the door for greater government surveillance of citizens.   

Meanwhile, law enforcement officials called the decision a victory for public safety because tracking devices are an 

increasingly important tool in investigating criminal behavior. The ruling came in a 2003 case involving Michael 

Sveum, a Madison man who was under investigation for stalking. Police got a warrant to put a GPS on his car and 

secretly attached it while the vehicle was parked in Sveumôs driveway. The device recorded his carôs movements for 

five weeks before police retrieved it and downloaded the information. The information suggested Sveum was                     

stalking the woman, who had gone to police earlier with suspicions. Police got a second warrant to search his car and 

home, found more evidence and arrested him. He was convicted of stalking and sentenced to prison. 

 

 Sveum, 41, argued the tracking violated his Fourth Amendment protection against unreasonable search and 

seizure. He argued the device followed him into areas out of public view, such as his garage. The court disagreed. 

The tracking did not violate constitutional protections because the device only gave police information that could 

have been obtained through visual surveillance, Lundsten wrote. Even though the device followed Sveumôs car to 

private places, an officer tracking Sveum could have seen when his car entered or exited a garage, Lundsten                    

reasoned. Attaching the device was not a violation, he wrote, because Sveumôs driveway is a public place. ñWe                 

discern no privacy interest protected by the Fourth Amendment that is invaded when police attach a device to the 

outside of a vehicle, as long as the information obtained is the same as could be gained by the use of other techniques 

that do not require a warrant,ò he wrote. Although police obtained a warrant in this case, it wasnôt needed, he added. 

 

 Larry Dupuis, legal director of the ACLU of Wisconsin, said using GPS to track someoneôs car goes beyond 

observing them in public and should require a warrant. ñThe idea that you can go and attach anything you want to 

somebody elseôs property without any court supervision, thatôs wrong,ò he said. ñWithout a warrant, they can do this 

on anybody they want.ò Attorney General J.B. Van Hollenôs office, which argued in favor of the warrantless GPS 

tracking, praised the ruling but would not elaborate on its use in Wisconsin. 

 

 David Banaszynski, president of the Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association, said his department in the                  

Milwaukee suburb of Shorewood does not use GPS. But other departments might use it to track drug dealers,                       

burglars and stalkers, he said. A state law already requires the Department of Corrections to track the stateôs most 

dangerous sex offenders using GPS. The author of that law, Rep. Scott Suder, R-Abbotsford, said the decision shows 

ñGPS tracking is an effective means of protecting public safety.ò  

 



George Orwellôs 1984 prediction has reach America. 
 

 

 George Orwellôs ñ1984ǌ is coming in 2009. The strides that the Obama regime is making towards creating a 

total surveillance state are astonishing in their brazenness and their speed. Not one single draconian and                              

un-Constitutional ñsecurityò law initiated by Bush Junior has been repealed. Guantanamo Bay remains open despite 

Obamaôs occasional lip-flapping on the subject, and now the government can follow us around by GPS with tiny 

transmitters. 

 The Chicago Tribune reports: ñWisconsin police can attach GPS to cars to secretly track anybodyôs                      

movements without obtaining search warrants, an appeals court ruled ThursdayéAs the law currently stands, the 

court said police can mount GPS on cars to track people without violating their constitutional rights ð even if the 

drivers arenôt suspectsé Officers do not need to get warrants beforehand because GPS tracking does not involve a 

search or a seizure, Judge Paul Lundsten wrote for the unanimous three-judge panel based in Madison. That means 

police are seemingly free to secretly track anyoneôs public movements with a GPS device.ò 

 Another sinister development is the installation of British-style surveillance cameras in public in American    

cities, reminiscent of Orwellôs telescreens in his novel ñ1984.ò All large cities in Britain are blanketed with police 

spy cameras, including many two-way systems where cops will bellow out orders to citizens on the street through 

speakers mounted next to the cameras ïno doubt giving a few people heart attacks as they thought they had a little 

privacy left. These cameras are also installed in many pubs and other previously private places, and have audio                  

capabilities so police and bureaucrats can eavesdrop on private conversations. Now the electronic surveillance               

network is moving into medium-sized British cities, and eventually will blanket the whole country down to the most 

picturesque villages. The electronic surveillance system is now spreading to America. New York alone has over 

5,000 closed-circuit surveillance cameras on the streets and subways. 

 In this country there are at least six federal agencies who spy on American citizens and monitor their thoughts 

and actions: the FBI, the BATF, Homeland Security, the NSA, ICE and the Secret Service. Combined with the                  

warrantless wiretapping and eavesdropping which began under Bush and which continues under Obama, not to  

mention the now legalized use of torture, we can all see very clearly what is coming down the pike. A surveillance 

state could easily lead to a complete dictatorship (as if voting has done us much good lately). We might want to start 

running real Americans in elections and start a third party, before itôs too late. 

 Merkel hits back at Lafontaine. 
 

 The GDR was built on injustice. It could never have become a constitutional state,ò Merkel said on Tuesday in 

an interview for the ARD TV show Menschen bei Maischberger. ñMy nostalgia for socialism is non-existent,ò she 

added, before saying that former GDR leader Erich Honecker had been ñcommitted to the dictatorship of the work-

ing class.ò Merkelôs statements were made partly in response to the intimations of Oskar Lafontaine, leader of the 

hard-line socialist Left party, who said that Merkel had been complicit in the regime in her youth. Lafontaine 

claimed in a recent interview that Merkelôs position in the FDJ as a functionary for propaganda and agitation could 

only have been occupied by a ñconvinced young Communist.ò Merkel shot back that Lafontaine should stop such 

ñschematization.ò  

 ñThese black and white discussions do not help,ò she said, emphasing that in the GDR she had been a scientist, 

a member of the FDJ, and had ñaccepted compromises.ò She said that she had always made clear that ñthere were 

certainly activists who fought against the system more than me.ò 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-wi-gps-police,0,5890193.story
http://www.thelocal.de/tag/Lafontaine


What would Hermann the German feel about 

the Germany of today. 
 

Is this the kind of life the Führer would have 

planned for the         Fatherland? I do not 

think so. The present German government is 

a disgrace to the Volk. They have given in to 

the evil desires of the Jews and allowed  

themselves to be        belittled and humiliate 

By the constant lies. Imagine what it would 

have been like had  national socialist            

Germany had won the war. It would have been 

a land fit for Heroes.  A land that even 

Hermann would have been proud of. Take 

this moment to think about it and weep for 

the Germany of today.

     

Is this the life that our brave American soldiers died for? They were lied 

to and forced into a war with Germany who were fighting the Jews and           

communists. We were fighting on the wrong side. Had we fought with 

our natural brothers, the Germans we would not have suffered all those 

years of the cold war and we would not be witnessing scenes like these. 

Scenes which make us fear for our children.  



 

Obama regime closing pro-Republican Chrysler dealers. 
 

 Every day it gets worse. Every day, we lose a little more of the America we once knew, and we descend a little 

farther into the Third World politics of dictatorship and revenge. The Washington Examiner reports: ñEvidence    

appears to be mounting that the Obama administration has systematically targeted for closing Chrysler dealers who 

contributed to Republicans. What started earlier this week as mainly a rumbling on the Right side of the Blogosphere 

has gathered some steam today with revelations that among the dealers being shut down are a GOP congressman and 

closing of competitors to a dealership chain partly owned by former Clinton White House chief of staff Mack 

McLarty. The basic issue raised here is this: How do we account for the fact millions of dollars were contributed to 

GOP candidates by Chrysler who are being closed by the government, but only one so far that is being closed that 

contributed to the Obama campaign in 2008?ò Millions of naive Americans bought into the ñnice guyò image              

carefully crafted by the mainstream media for Barack Obama. They told us he wasnôt some unprincipled political 

operative from the Chicago political machine, notorious for its tradition of payback and petty revenge. Now weôre 

starting to see what the real Obama is all about. 

 The Examiner article notes ñFlorida Rep. Vern                  

Buchanan learned from a House colleague that his Venice,                  

Florida, dealership is on the hit list. Buchanan also has a Nissan 

franchise paired with the Chrysler facility in                          

Venice. óItôs an outrage. Itôs not about me. Iôm going to be fine,ô 

said Buchanan, the                             dealershipôs majority owner. óYouôre 

talking over 100,000 jobs. Weôre supposed to be in the business 

of creating jobs, not killing jobs,ô Buchanan told New 10, a local 

Florida television station.     Buchanan, who succeeded former 

Rep. Katharine Harris in 2006,  reportedly learned of his                      

dealershipôs termination from Rep.Candace Miller, R-MI. Buchanan 

owns a total of 23 dealerships in Florida and North Carolinaé A 

lawyer representing a group of Chrysler dealers who are on the hit 

list deposed senior                     Chrysler executives and later told 

Reuters that he believes the closings have been forced on the  

company by the White House. óIt became clear to us that the             

Chrysler corporation does not see the wisdom of  terminating 25 

percent of its dealers. It really wasnôt  Chryslerôs decision. They are 

under enormous pressure from the Presidentôs automotive task 

force,ô said attorney Leonard        Bellavia.ô ò 

 So we have an                  unqualified black President, or rather 

the Jewish handlers who are running him, making major economic 

decisions. I guess that same great federal government ñexpertiseò 

that gave us the US Postal service is supposed to be able to run a 

major car company too. Hopefully someone will tell them that 

you just canôt keep jacking up the price of cars like the price of 

stamps; otherwise weôll be seeing $100,000 compact cars from GM. 

 This is what the Communists refer to as the ñsalami-slicerò tactic. Our rights and freedoms are being whittled 

away slowly, thin slice by thin slice. This is pure Third World political retaliation against those who opposed the 

coming dictatorship of The One and who resisted during the fraudulent 2008 election campaign. Not all Republicans 

are Jew-worshipping neocon Bushies. There are millions of true conservatives out there in the business world                                       

making money and being successful. It will be interesting to see how they respond to these heavy-handed tactics. 

Politically and racially and economically weôre sinking into the mud. We need to radically change politics in                       

America before we turn into a backward Third World nation, like the one Obama was born in. 

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/blogs/beltway-confidential/Furor-grows-over-partisan-car-dealer-closings-46261447.html
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/blogs/beltway-confidential/Furor-grows-over-partisan-car-dealer-closings-46261447.html

